bacteriological interest than to their practical importance in this country. Plague enjoys seven pages, while Pasteurella septica is dismissed in a paragraph. Aspergilli are mentioned without description, while the American yeasts, histoplasma, blastomyces, and coccidioides share four pages.
The standard of production is high and the illustrations of bacteria and their colonies are unusually good. By present-day standards of production this is good value for money. We are told in the preface that this book was written for students, newly qualified residents, and practitioners interested in urology. The authors have produced a wonderful book, the text is lucid, well written and interesting, and the illustrations could not have been better chosen or produced. Almost every urological condition is described but the emphasis between the important and unimportant has been sojudiciously drawn that one's interest never flags and nothing seems dull or laboured.
The chapter on the adrenal gland is particularly good. The basic principles of this complex and difficult subject are put forward so clearly and logically that an understanding of the many advanced clinical syndromes due to adrenal pathology is within the grasp of anyone who has access to this book. Drs Weinberg and Hamm have every reason to be very proud of their book.
Illustrated Manual of Neurologic Diagnosis by R Douglas Collins MD ppxiv+177 85s
London: Pitman 1962 Philadelphia: J BLippincott Professor Jaeger's foreword describes this as 'a much needed and unique approach to ... clinical neurologic problems. A three-dimensional colour contrast display simplifies and intensifies the retained visual impressions for instantaneous recall of needed combinations of facts . . . it will prove to be of inestimable value in contributing to a more widespread practical knowledge of and interest in the neurologic sciences'. The author is more modest and realizes the risk of misleading by simplification but hopes this 'means attracting to the field men who would be alienated towards it'.
Apart from the preface and eight pages of text he wisely eschews the further use of the English language. Twelve pages on the lines of a current advertisement for fruit and nut chocolate are meant to serve as pictorial reminders of the sequence of clinical examination (stethoscope, ophthalmoscope, safety pin, &c.). Then follow 24 pages of tabulations. The bulk of the book consists of forty-five 'profiles' of common diseases below, and of fifty above the foramen magnum. Black blobs to show sites of trouble are superimposed on one of two sets of colour diagrams and accompanied by fifty-word clinical histories. A list of treatable conditions only is appended as suggested differential diagnosesundoubtedly a good idea. Unfortunately its execution has led to several absurdities, e.g. the possible diagnosis of myasthenia gravis in a 7-year-old boy with a pinealoma who presents with enlarged genitalia and pubic hair; or again myasthenia gravis in a 14-year-old boy with muscle wasting due to dystrophy, while.polymyositis is not mentioned. Temporal arteritis and hypoglycoemia are not included but unimportant rarities like Millard-Gubler and Weber's syndromes each receive full page treatment.
There are many sins of commission. Headaches from space-occupying lesions are said to be unrelieved by analgesics. The rhinencephalon and hypothalamus are listed among the brain stem nuclei. The patient with Bell's palsy has a numb face, and blepharospasm is listed among symptoms of aVII nerve lesion. In a woman of 50 with a two months' history of parkinsonism, Wilson's disease is suggested in the differential diagnosis.
Your reviewer does not recommend this book. This book should be read by every final year medical student. It provides the ideal revision course for the medical practitioner in this most important subject and no practising surgeon could fail to learn something from its pages.
